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Introduction 

Central Atlanta Progress and the Atlanta Downtown Improvement District (CAP/ADID) are 
seeking a designer or team of designers to produce a creative enhancement to the existing 
bridge underpass at Auburn Avenue and Interstate75/85 in Downtown Atlanta.  
 
The Auburn Avenue Historic and Cultural Information Project includes two major components.  
The first is the repair and update, as well as the installation of new, historical and cultural 
wayside signs along Auburn Avenue between Peachtree Street and Old Wheat Street. The 
second project element – which this Request for Proposals is related to – is the design, 
documentation and specification of proposed enhancements to the existing bridge underpass at 
Auburn Avenue and Interstate 75/85.  The enhancement is intended to improve the aesthetic 
quality of the existing bridge infrastructure and improve the pedestrian experience while 
reflecting the history and culture of the surrounding community. 
 
Project funding is being provided through a federal grant from the Georgia Department of 
Transportation (GDOT) Transportation Enhancement program.  The Atlanta Downtown 
Improvement District (ADID) is providing the required local matching funds for the GDOT 
grant and is acting as the Project Implementation Manager – under contract to the City of 
Atlanta – to deliver the project improvements. The construction budget for both components 
of the project is $400,000. It is expected that approximately half of the construction budget will 
be allocated to the Underpass Enhancement.  The fee associated with the professional services 
agreement resulting from this Request for Proposals will not exceed $40,000. 
 
Please reference Attachments A and B, located at the end of this document, for the complete 
Scope of Work proposed for this project and the Project Location, respectively. 
 
Background and Context 

Auburn Avenue serves as the physical and cultural backbone of the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Historic District and is home to significant elements of Atlanta’s rich heritage.  
The Auburn Avenue corridor connects Atlanta’s ‘main’ commercial street – Peachtree Street – 
to the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site and the surrounding community.  It’s one of 
the nation’s most historic streets and is known as Sweet Auburn for its role as a major center 
of African-American business and culture in the first part of the twentieth century. 
Characterized by noteworthy institutions (Butler Street YMCA, SCLC and Prince Hall Masons 
among others) historic congregations (Big Bethel AME, Wheat Street Baptist and Ebenezer 
Baptist), successful entrepreneurs (Atlanta Life Insurance, Atlanta Daily World, Bronner 
Brothers, Mutual Federal Savings and WERD among others) and legendary entertainment 
(Royal Peacock and Top Hat Club), Auburn Avenue’s history is locally, regionally and nationally 
significant.   Multiple formal designations have memorialized this significance including in 1980, 
designation by Congress as a National Historic Landmark.  
 
The Auburn Avenue Historic and Cultural Underpass Enhancement (the “Project”) seeks to 
reflect and celebrate these unique assets through the proposed enhancements.  When 
constructed in the 1960s, Interstate 75/85 bisected and divided the Auburn Avenue community 
both physically and spiritually.  This monumental infrastructure was one element contributing to 
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decades of economic decline along the street.  With the recent resurgence of the Sweet 
Auburn community the existing conditions and experience of the I-75/85 Bridge over Auburn 
Avenue stand in stark contrast to the area’s compelling history and bright future ahead.    
 
The Atlanta Streetcar – currently under construction – will introduce a new significant 
infrastructure element to the Auburn Avenue underpass. The Streetcar’s vehicle maintenance 
facility (VMF) will be sited on the south side of Auburn Avenue, beyond the existing sidewalk 
and within the underpass area. A Streetcar stop platform will be sited along the north side of 
the Auburn Avenue underpass. All planned Streetcar facilities should be considered when 
developing creative solutions for the underpass.  
 
Submittal Items:  

Designers and designer teams who wish to be considered for the Auburn Avenue Historic and Cultural 
Underpass Enhancement must submit the following: (Failure to follow submission requirements may 
disqualify your application.)  
 
However, should a designer have interest in completing one element of this scope of work, but does not 
desire to present a complete submission, expressions of interest that address as many of the following 
items as possible will be accepted.  Expressions of interest will be considered at ADID’s discretion and 
will be considered partial or incomplete submissions. 
 

1. Cover letter summarizing the designer’s interest in the project and identifying the 
contact information of the project manager or key contact of the team. 

2. Names and résumés (including an email address) of a principal and key staff members 
who will work on the project.  

3. Names of any sub consultants, if any, (including key personnel and résumés) and their 
scope of services  

4. Schedule to complete the project (timeline for completion of deliverables after Notice 
to Proceed)  

5. A project budget and fee itemized by each work task/phase detailed in an attachment 
that identifies: 

a) The standard hourly billing rate for each staff member (or employee 
classification) anticipated to work on the project 

b) The percentage of total work completed by the prime consultant and any sub 
consultant(s) 

c) Total anticipated costs for all anticipated reimbursable expenses 

6. For the designer and any sub consultants (as applicable): description of a minimum of 
three similar or related projects successfully completed within the last three years 
including references with names and contact information. Of particular interest would 
be any projects completed within large city downtowns. 

7. A statement of project approach that addresses how the Designer will accomplish the 
identified scope of work. 
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8. As necessary, additional information demonstrating understanding and insights related to 
the project scope. 

 
Every effort should be made to make proposals as concise as possible. The body of the 
submittal shall include a maximum of twenty pages.  An appendix of no more than 15 pages in 
length should also be provided with materials highlighting previous work and resumes. 

Two (2) hard copies and one (1) PDF copy of the submittal on compact disc (CD) of the 
submittal must be received by 5:00 p.m., Friday, July 26, 2013. Submittals received after this 
date and time will not be considered. Address the submittal to:   

Wesley Brown 
Central Atlanta Progress, Inc. 

50 Hurt Plaza, Suite 110 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Please address any questions in writing to Mr. Brown via email at 
wbrown@atlantadowntown.com. All questions must be received in writing by 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 17, 2013. Answers will be made available to all parties via the CAP/ADID 
website (www.atlantadowntown.com) by Friday, July 19 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Acceptance of Qualifications 

CAP/ADID reserves and holds without any liability on the part of CAP/ADID the following 
rights and options:  
 To select a designer to perform the scope of work described in this request 
 To reject any and/or all submittals or portions of submittals 
 To accept submittals in any order or combination 
 To reject a subconsultant 
 To re-advertise if deemed necessary 
 To interview candidates prior to making a selection 
 To not negotiate or contract for the services 
 To approve, disapprove, modify or cancel all work to be undertaken 

 
Contract Negotiations 

 CAP/ADID will negotiate the terms of the contract with the designer(s) submitting the 
top-ranked response(s) or another ranked choice should negotiations with the top-
ranked firm fail.  

 CAP/ADID will not reimburse any costs incurred prior to a formal notice to proceed 
should a contract award result from this solicitation.  

 Proposal submittal costs in conjunction with this RFP shall be borne by the submitting 
firm. 

 
Selection Procedure 

It is CAP/ADID’s intent to select directly from information gained from the submittal review. 
However, CAP/ADID reserves the right to call references provided in the submittal and to 
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require phone or personal interviews with firms included on a short list. If necessary, a short 
list of firms will be interviewed the week of August 5 (estimate).  
 
Criteria for Selection 

CAP/ADID will use the following criteria in evaluating submittals. The list is not shown in any 
prioritized order:  
 Abilities and capacity of professional personnel and subconsultants 
 Understanding and insight related to project scope  
 Related experience and past performance in similar projects, specifically with large city 

downtowns 
 Experience and past performance in working with diverse clients and complicated 

settings  
 Experience and past performance in downtown environments 
 Commitment to complete work on a timely basis  
 Commitment to complete work within budget 
 Responsiveness to the RFP and submittal presentation 

Equal Opportunity 

CAP/ADID is an equal opportunity employer and will select a consultant team without regard 
to race, color, creed, national origin, sex, sexual orientation or age.  
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Attachment A 
Scope of Work 

 
The selected designer/team will develop a site specific creative and innovative installation that 
responds and relates to the history and culture of Auburn Avenue while also improving the 
aesthetic quality of the existing bridge infrastructure and the pedestrian experience of the 
underpass. Given the existing infrastructure of the underpass and its condition, the Project is 
anticipated to focus primarily on two enhancement components – painting and lighting.  
 
The designer/team is expected to produce a feasible and constructible design that will 
illuminate, accentuate and improve the aesthetics of the existing built environment through 
design elements of paint and lighting. Favorable consideration will be given to proposals that 
prepare schemes to address the appearance of the underpass in both night and daytime 
conditions. 
 
The designer/team is expected to provide comprehensive professional services for the design of 
all project elements and preparation of contract documents for construction.  Generally, the 
anticipated work tasks are as follows: 
 
1. Meetings and Coordination  

a. The designer/team shall coordinate the project with and attend meetings with ADID, 
the City of Atlanta (the “City”), GDOT, other Project consultants and other affected 
organizations during the development of the design. 

b. The designer/team shall attend meetings with the Project Steering Committee to share 
design concepts and receive feedback. 

c. The designer/team shall attend meeting and make presentations of proposed and final 
designs to community organizations identified by the Project Steering Committee 

d. All work shall be performed in accordance with City of Atlanta and GDOT guidelines 
and Standards and Procedures for plans and specifications. 

 
2. Schematic Design  

a. The designer/team shall meet and walk the project limits with ADID to review the 
scope of work and the general intent of the proposed project. 

b. The designer/team shall coordinate with information provided by ADID related to the 
Atlanta Streetcar project and City of Atlanta and GDOT. 

c. The designer/team shall provide a schematic design plan including material specifications 
for the project area and deliver both a digital version and a printed copy of colored 
renderings of a quality and scale suitable for public presentation of the design elements 
and ground-level perspective views illustrating key design features. The designer/team 
shall incorporate two rounds of any necessary revisions or changes as discussed with 
project stakeholders. 
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d. The designer/team shall develop an opinion of probable costs (by unit cost) for the 
complete schematic design package that acknowledges and conforms to the identified 
project construction budget. Designer is aware of the construction budget of $200,000 
and agrees to design within this budget and to allow for appropriate design, bid, and 
construction contingency as agreed to in writing in advance by ADID and designer/team. 

e. Design Professional shall submit the design documents to the Atlanta Urban Design 
Commission for their review. 
 

3. Construction Documentation 

a. Upon approval of schematic designs, the designer/team shall provide final design 
documentation to other Project consultants (to be identified) for inclusion in the 
Project’s final construction documents. Required documents will consistent of 
construction drawings (plans, sections and details) and relevant written specifications as 
necessary for competitive bidding and contracting for construction of the Project. 

b. A final, detailed construction cost estimate included a summary of quantities shall be 
provided as part of the construction documentation. 

c. Designer/team shall prepare the construction documents in accordance with the 
standard requirements established by ADID, GDOT and the City. 
 

4. Construction Administration 

It is anticipated that the designer/team will be retained during the construction phase of the 
project for construction observation visits, responses to contractor requests for 
information and development of a punch list upon substantial completion.  This specific 
scope of work and fee will be negotiated upon construction commencement. 

 

Project Timeframe 

It is anticipated that a Notice to Proceed with this scope of work will be issued around 
September 1, 2013.  The designer/team should seek to complete schematic design and for 
review submittal within six weeks of a notice to proceed.  Further, it is expected that all work 
described herein, and associated approvals from the City and GDOT, will be completed before 
June 2014 to allow implementation to begin.  
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Attachment B 

Project Location 
 
The Auburn Avenue Historic and Cultural Underpass Enhancement is located along Auburn 
Avenue underneath the Interstate 75/85 Bridge which is generally located between Bell Street, 
to the west and Fort Street, to the east. The project site is comprised of the north side of 
bridge – specifically the underpass vertical wall, foundation elements and the exposed bridge 
structure – to a point at the south side of Auburn Avenue behind the sidewalk where the 
chain-link fence delineates the Atlanta Streetcar Vehicle Maintenance Facility. 
 

Link to Project Location 
 
The following photo illustrates a portion of the project limits on site. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://maps.google.com/maps?q=33.755533,-84.378484&hl=en&ie=UTF8&oe=utf-8&client=firefox-a&channel=rcs&hnear=0x88f5038a4c47c55d:0x9571b27c78a50d9c,%2B33%C2%B0+45%27+19.93%22,+-84%C2%B0+22%27+42.54%22&gl=us&t=h&z=17



